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chosen by the same authorities; the mode of ele@ion prescribed is a joint ballot. By the 27th article <he del
to the old contederative congress from this state are directed to be chosen by both houges of assembly; the s}
eleion is a jomt bullot. By the 41st article a register of wills for eachrcounty 18 direled to be appoinced
the scenate and house of delegates; the mode of eleclion is a joint Yecommendation or ballot. "By sundry 18
dssembly the two brar.ches of the legisiature are wuthorised to appoint dire€lors in geveral of the incorpor’
banking institutions; the mede of elctlion s a joint ballot. In tine, it may bLe stated, without the fear of '@
tradiclion, that in every instance, &ithe® under the constitution, tiic acls of assembly.or the usages of thed
gisiature, wiere the clection of an othicer is to be muale by the vote of both houses, the invariable mode of ¢
tion bas been a joind baliot.

After the hue and cry which has been raised apainst the senate of Muryland, ¢ so remotely elelled, and
constitted 43 the senate 18, We were not a hetle surprised at the now and momentous power offered us by ’
other branch of the degi>tatare, by which, in one of tite most important subjecls on wlhich the legislature ¢
be ca.led upon o act, € ght members of the senale are enasblod 19 defeat or contro! the united voices of ep
members of the house of delegates, the pumediate representaines of tire pesple ac large, atd by which el
members of the s:uite may, during a term ot five yoars, provent the elechion ot a seuator of the United Stand
1n opposiLion (0 the unanimous voice of the peonie or Mavyiand. The sitoption of such a principle, the pos
sion of such a power by s STRAtE, WO VICW a3 TLpu2 il 1o tug guiilig aud sprie ol our republican constigy
on. wod an alarming aTRgEmCEL Ol the TIG0ETS O Lre [raie. .
T'he house of delegates wiil bear in mind, that tioe hest Lropositien for the ele€licn of a senator was madefy
them by the senate; that thus proposd. oflered no new or ui usuat mode of clection, but was the same which hy;
been parsaed, without INLerruniion of change, trom tie tirst formation of the general government to the pre ]

~

sent Jav, a pertod of more then twenty years.

It may also be worty of romars, that of tuz three members delegated Ly the state of Maryland to the gese
cal convent on whioh ranficd the constitution of the United States, two, (namely, the honourable James Mt
ry and Lianrel Careolly) were memoers ot the general assembly at the time of the first eleclion of scagtorstyi
congress, and that the mode of e¢lection then adopied lias been toliowed by the legistature, without inAovatie ]
or change, unul the preseat sess on of assembiy.

The senate were not tnflucnced n their determination respecling the election of a senator of the United
States by a spirit o party, by a partianity or disitse to any indtvidual, or by a propheuc anticipation of ghe se
nate’s * bewng determined to conioe tue chorce toa particular individual, and to compel you to re-elelh him!
and h:m alone, against whom tt 1s known that in your houuse, and throughout a mujority of the counties, thes ]
exist great and 1asuperable objections,”” as you Lave been pleased to sugygest, but the permanent inferests of the |
state, the safety of the geacral government, tue protections of the rights and privileges ol the people, andthe
Jangerous and inconvenient tendency of the contemplated change, are the grounds on which the senate hant
adhered to their propositinn first made (o the heuse of delegates.

The senate are actuated by the same spirit of Liberal, just and mutual accommodation and candour, which s
professed by your hono#rabie body, and are and ever will ve ready to confer with the other branch of the legis
Jature on any matter whuch can with propricty vecome 4 fit subject of conference between them; and shouldth
house of delegates inform us, that they are wihing 1o proceed to an eicclion i the usual way, we are prepared
to appoint a commitice to interchange sentiments with such commitiee as you muay think proper to appoint, ot
the characters wi ch shail have Leen pat in nemimaton by the two Lotscs. %

We trust the hnuse of delegates will credit cur assurances, when we inform them, that nothing is more fo
reign from the views of the scnate, than a wisii o exercise an unduc control over the immediate representative

of the people of Maryland.
By crder, T. ROGERS, ¢k

The president laid before the senate thc following communication from the secretary of the scnatelof?
United States. <

IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATLS, MONDAY, MAY 29, 1809.
The president laid before the senate a letter from Mr. Smith, of Mauaryland, as tollows:
BIR, .
THE Jeg'slature of Maryland having at their last session declined to appoint a senator to represent thet:
state in the sonate of the United States from and after the third duy of Muarch of the present year, and thE
Exccutive of the state having conferred on me that honour, by an appointment which, in conformity 1o t®
constitution, was limitted in its language to the next meeting of the legislature of Maryland. I have to suté
to vou, for the information of the senate, that this meeting will tuke place on the fifth day of June, as by thed
governor’s proclzmation w1l appear: And I have therefore to request that you will be pleased to lay this culy
before the honourable the senate for their determination as to the question, Whether an appointment undet
etecuti@ of Maryland, to represent that state in the senate of the United States, will or wiil not cease on Wy
first day of the meeting of the legislature of Maryland! ¥
Respectfully, I have the honour to be, Your ob. Serv.
]

- % S. SMITH.*
g he Vice-Presidemt of the United States. _ Washington, May 39, 13U8




